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Preamble 
 

 America is challenged.  The calls for “change” are loud from all sides.  But changes 

currently proposed by mainstream leaders (and would-be leaders) seem insufficient, perhaps 

pathetic in light of the multiple crises facing America in the fall season of 2011.  The Nehemiah 

Papers are an attempt to clarify the true challenges and propose solutions.  Very little time 

remains to discuss and debate in advance of voter action.  Regardless who wins, the election 

alone cannot resolve the issues and challenges America faces today.  Tangible solutions beyond 

political rhetoric are required in the most immediate sense.  The proposed solutions in the 

Nehemiah Papers challenge Americans in significant ways and require change in the course our 

nation is following.  How all candidates and especially the victors in this and future elections 

respond to the issues raised here will tell us much about them, possibly alter our voting patterns, 

and certainly impact our future (for better or worse).  And every future time votes are cast and 

counted, we will know much more about ourselves and whether we collectively as a nation have 

the courage to shape our own destiny.                I.M.N. 

 

 

Introduction 
 

Whether by the grace of God or the wonders of evolution, the highest marks of 

Humankind are the abilities to reason and to utilize those thoughts intentionally to modify the 

environment, society, and even oneself.  Unfortunately, the lowest marks of Humankind are the 

human tendencies for selfishness and reluctance to make self-improving corrections. 
 

In 1991, after several years of internal turmoil and external pressures, the non-democratic 

Soviet Union voluntarily broke apart and ended the greatest (but also flawed) experiment of 

socialism.  This voluntary shift came largely as a surprise, altered the course of history, and 

marked a highpoint in both peaceful reasoning and intentional modification of governance and 

economics at the level of great nations.  Democracy and capitalism have been declared the 

victors, and rightly so.  But whether democracy and capitalism can also self-evaluate and adjust 

remains to be seen. 
 

America is now the self-appointed “high priest” of both democratic governance and 

capitalist economics.  With its super-power status and influence, America leads many people, 

societies, and nations, both rich and poor, with the American models of democracy and 

capitalism.  What is written in these Papers about America can be interpreted and adjusted for 

many nations of the World, including parliamentary democracies (some with a limited 



 

 

monarchy) and even “pseudo-democracies” with vastly lopsided power structures and old-

fashion abusive capitalism. 
 

Now, in 2011, the American versions of democracy and capitalism are challenged not 

only in these contemporary writings, but also in the real world.  Democracy and capitalism are 

not to be abandoned, but rather the reasoned Nehemiah Papers propose some very distinctive 

modifications.  What remains to be seen is whether America can accomplish its needed self-

corrections, or whether it rides its present course in a downward spiral.  That spiral includes the 

negative elements of self-centered greed, an unjustified beaconing of prideful superiority, 

enormous personal and national debts, and a lack of self-discipline by individuals, corporations, 

elected officials, and the nation as a whole.  Each of these negative elements can be brought 

under control by improved American democracy and “Capitalism21,” a variation of capitalism 

appropriate for the 21
st
 Century and proposed in these Papers. 

 

Note: Although presented in the context of America, the content of the 

Nehemiah Papers is similarly relevant to all affluent nations and all pockets of 

affluent people in other nations around the World.   

 

The Briefest Summary 
 

 The following eight statements comprise a very condensed summation that unfortunately 

runs the danger of being overly simplified.  Subsequent Papers provide requisite support and 

expanded explanations of these initial statements. 
 

1.  The American dilemma:  America is facing an impending (already started?) decline 

with massive consequences.  The nation is seriously challenged from outside and within, and 

what needs to be done requires some introspection and then actions different from the standard 

alternatives currently offered by the two major American political parties. 
 

2.  The proposed actions borrow the best from both political parties and reject the 

worst from each.  Building a stronger and better America is not as simple as liberal Democrats 

(the moderate to far left) and conservative Republicans (the moderate to far right) may suggest. 
 

3.  Concerning economic issues, American capitalism presents a dilemma with two 

sides:   

        More government influence and social control on wealth (as in higher taxes and 

more government-directed programs, as proposed generally by the left), versus  

        Less government control of capitalistic business (as in lower taxes and less 

government-sponsored assistance or protections, as proposed generally by the right). 
 

4.  Concerning issues of governance, American lifestyles (including religious, moral 

and legal-protection issues) present another dilemma with two sides:   
        More “lifestyle latitude” and freedoms (as proposed generally by the left), versus  

        More morality and social constraints (as proposed generally by the right). 
 

5.  The Nehemiah writings advocate a combination that is primarily liberal left on 

economic (capitalism) aspects and primarily conservative right on life-style (democracy) aspects.  

That might seem like a strange combination, but there are rational explanations in the Papers. 
 



 

 

6.  The Nehemiah proposals reject the extremists at both ends of each set of issues.   

A.  On capitalism:  There is no intention to destroy or even modify the core 

components of capitalism in America as experienced by the middle 80% of Americans.   

Assistance programs for the poor are not to be free handouts without requiring 

responsibility in appropriate ways.  But at the other end, the powers of the wealthy are 

challenged and controls are sought via voluntary actions backed up by tax laws.  The 

wealthy should bear increased social responsibility as a consequence of their good 

fortune. 

B.  On democracy:  There is no intention of allowing religious zealots to impose 

their morality on everyone.  Likewise, the extreme attacks on America’s core life-styles 

and values by secular liberal efforts in courtrooms, profit-obsessed media, and vice-

peddling criminals are rejected as being detrimental to the well-being of Americans and 

our country.  A democratically-determined preservation and strengthening of the core 

ethical values upon which America was founded is of immense importance. 
 

7.  In the final analysis, the Nehemiah Papers are about controlling a range of 

excesses both in capitalist economics and in democratically definable social behavior.  The 

two go together because the extra revenues (tax reform with targeted deductions) from the 

excesses of capitalism can be used to resolve (perhaps with “charter neighborhoods”) the critical 

social ills of American poverty.  The ultimate benefit would be a stronger American economy 

with new and sustainable employment, usefully directed cash flows, and less waste.  

Volunteerism is to be raised to new heights in America, including compulsory national service 

for all men and women who do not volunteer.  Strict term limits on elected officials will help 

bring America’s governance back on track, that is, back into the hands of the people.  And 

international policies that are more equitable (not so USA-centered) will promote worldwide 

cooperation and peace. 
 

8.  The international implications of these approaches should be notably beneficial to 

every person and nation that collaborates with the efforts for 21
st
 Century reforms of democracy 

and capitalism. 

 

The Goals of the I. M. Nehemiah 
 

 Note: The following goals may mention papers not yet released. 
 

Goal 1.  Define a minimally acceptable standard of living and elevate all people who 

are below that level in America and in the World, while ensuring no dire hardships are imposed 

on other citizens.  Paper No. 13 examines the full range of existing living conditions and sets the 

minimum level quite low, yet high enough to give people a reasonable chance for fairness.  

However, that level will not be attained easily in many areas. 
 

 Goal 2.   Find the human and monetary resources to accomplish Goal 1.  The proposed 

solutions are through the implementation of Capitalism21, a more equitable (“fair”) and 

responsive variation than is our current Capitalism20.  See Papers No. 5, No. 11, and No. 20.  

The very wealthy contribute most of the funding, with some options for them to direct the 

expenditures.  They will not suffer; rather, they may gain as the economy grows.  The wealthy 

can be champions or by-standers, but they cannot veto actions decided by democratic processes. 
 



 

 

 Goal 3.  Facilitate the implementation of Capitalism21 and the minimum acceptable 

living conditions by re-balancing the Five Realms of Power that impact and control America.  

This includes restricting the influence of money and “serial incumbents” while strengthening 

ethics and core values, providing for enforcement of fair laws, and elevating personal service to 

the level of a respected “currency” as a partial balance to the power of money.  Many of the 

Papers relate to this goal. 
 

 Goal 4.  Improve the future lives of all Americans by eliminating the worst of our 

society, facilitating similar improvements in nations that decide to cooperate, and thereby 

avoiding the otherwise inevitable serious decline of America as a leading and prosperous 

nation.  All parts of the Nehemiah Papers deal with this goal. 

 

 Join the above boldface words to produce one Super-Goal:   

 

Define a minimally acceptable standard of living and elevate all people 

who are below that level through the implementation of Capitalism21 by re-

balancing the Five Realms of Power [to] improve the future lives of all 

Americans [by] avoiding the otherwise inevitable serious decline of America. 
 

Ambitious?  Yes!  But the alternatives are dreadful. 

 

 “Make no small plans, for they have no power to stir the soul.”  [ N. M. ] 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 I hope you enjoy the writings.  I hope they will stir you to action.  I feel compelled to 

present these writings because 

 

I. M. Nehemiah 

Builder of a better America and a better World 


